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THE PROPOSAL

Overview

33.  The KVT is a cycling and walking trail extending approximately 42km between Donnellys Crossing and Dargaville,
comprising a mix of dedicated off-road path and low volume local roads. A large portion of the trail follows the
former Kaihu Valley Railway line corridor, which is public land owned/administered partly by the Department of
Conservation and partly by KDC. Plans of the proposed route are included at Appendix A.

34.  The proposed route for the trail is described from north to south as follows:

e Donnellys Crossing to Opouteke Road — from the start point, the trail follows the former railway line
south along the western side of the Waima River. It crosses Hopper Road and joins Aranga Station Road
in the vicinity of the former Aranga Station. The trail then continues on-road along Aranga Station Road
for approximately 4km, before crossing both the Waima and Kaihu Rivers at the intersection of
Trounson Park Road and Opouteke Road, adjacent to the Kauri Coast TOP 10 Holiday Park.

o Opouteke Road to Kaihu Wood Road— on the eastern side of the Kaihu River, the trail again follows the
former railway line into the settlement of Kaihu.

o Kaihu Wood Road to SH12/Mamaranui Road— after crossing Kaihu Wood Road, the trail merges onto
Kaihu Wood Road just before Waikaraka Marae. After reaching the southern end of Kaihu Wood Road,
the trail follows the alignment of the paper road extension, crosses back to the western side of the
Kaihu River and follows Ahikiwi Road and Mamaranui Road on a mix of road reserve and former rail
corridor.

e SH12/Mamaranui Road to Parore West Road— near the intersection of Mamaranui Road and Waihue
Road with SH12, the trail crosses the State Highway and re-joins the former rail corridor on the western
side of SH12. North of Maitahi, the trail veers into the SH12 road reserve for a short distance before
crossing a tributary of the Kaihu River and passing through five private properties on the western side
of SH12. The trail re-joins the former railway corridor just north of the forestry block and continuing for
approximately 1.2km before crossing over SH12 and onto the former railway embankment to the east
of the road for approximately 775m. From this point, the trail deviates from the rail corridor and follows
the path of the Kaihu River along its true right bank through the Puketaratara Farms landholding for
approximately 4km. The alignment then returns to follow the rail corridor south between SH12 and the
Kaihu River, crossing Manning Road.

e Parore West Road to trail end — the trail crosses Parore West Road and then the Kaihu River
downstream of the water pipe bridge. From this point, the trail follows the rail corridor alongside
Station Road before veering onto Station Road where the existing Tangowahine railway joins the
corridor and culminates at the point where Hokianga Road meets SH12.

35.  The trail will be an easy and family-friendly single-day Grade 1-2 cycle ride. It will provide an accessible and
standalone ride that will link well with the Waoku Old Coach Road, Kauri Coast Cycleway and Kaipara Missing Link
trails to provide a longer route for more serious cyclists.

36. The trail links several marae along the route, including Te Houhanga, Ahikiwi, Tama Te Uaua, Taita and Waikaraka,
and provides opportunities to incorporate the strong cultural and historical character of the area.

Vegetation

37.  Whilst much of the trail extends along rural roads or through grassed pasture, parts of the route are fringed by
adjacent vegetation, both native and exotic. The sections of the route that follow the former railway are generally
located on highly modified land that has been leased or appropriated by adjacent landowners for grazing of stock
and/or use as farm raceways.

landsandsurvey.co.nz
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There are no identified areas of significant vegetation present along the route. It is acknowledged that parts of the
proposed route pass through Department of Conservation reserve land. However, the reserve land in these
locations is currently either grazed by adjacent farmers through a lease agreement or has been modified through
previous use and has little current recreational, amenity, ecological or habitat value for significant species.

Any vegetation removal or alteration associated with the earthworks will be limited to removal of weeds and
exotic species within the trail surface and minor trimming of overhanging branches that present a safety risk during
construction and/or operation of the trail. These works can be undertaken within the permitted activity
thresholds.

Archaeology and heritage

40.

41.

42.

43.

From a review of the New Zealand Archaeological Association (NZAA) ARCHSITE there are no recorded
archaeological sites in proximity to the KVT route. The Heritage New Zealand List/Rarangi Korero does not identify
any heritage places along the length of the KVT, with the exception of a collection of heritage buildings around the
Dargaville terminus where the trail utilises the existing road.

The Kaipara District Plan identifies one heritage site (H85 — Old Aranga Station) where the railway corridor
intersects with Aranga Station Road. This site is the location of the former Aranga Station, located approximately
32km north of Dargaville and 4km south of Donnellys Crossing on the Kaihu Valley Railway. The proposed works
will not affect H85. Thirteen other stations were present on the line between Dargaville and Donnellys Crossing,
but little evidence of any station or railway infrastructure remains.

Being of pre-1900 construction, any existing or remnant features of the former railway are likely to be covered
under the Heritage New Zealand Pouhere Taonga Act 2014 (HNZPTA). As such, an archaeological assessment has
been commissioned to support an application for a general archaeological authority under s44 of the NZHPTA.
This application is being lodged concurrently with the application for land use consent, but under a separate piece
of legislation. Both applications can therefore be processed independently of each other and implemented
together for the duration of the construction phase of the project.

Given the scale of the proposed earthworks and the state of the former railway corridor, any adverse effects on
archaeological or heritage values are anticipated to be less than minor. The KVT also presents opportunities to
highlight the culture and history of the Kaihu Valley Railway, historical native timber milling and kauri gum
prospecting activities, and the growth and development of the Kaipara area through the 19" and early-20%"
Centuries.

Cultural values

44,

45.

46.

The KVT route does not directly impact any mapped or identified sites or areas of cultural significance to Maori.
However, it does pass directly adjacent to several marae and urupa, and through a landscape that has a rich Maori
history. The project team is being guided in these matters by our project partners, Te Roroa Iwi, who continues to
provide valuable input on environmental aspects of the proposal, as well as design, engagement, and construction.
Te Roroa’s direct involvement in the project brings a focus on partnership and tikanga and allows the KVT to
provide opportunities for Maori in the local community.

To determine the cultural values and significance of the wider project area and evaluate the KVT’s potential impact
on these values, Te Roroa is preparing a Cultural Impact Assessment (CIA). The CIA will be provided to Council on
receipt.

Te Roroa holds mana whenua over the subject area. A mandate for Te Roroa’s meaningful and ongoing
involvement is provided for in both the project contract and the proposed conditions of consent, which require
ongoing liaison and consultation with hapld and marae, cultural and environmental monitoring, and accidental
discovery response procedures. This application and the proposed conditions have been reviewed by Te Roroa
prior to lodgement and the iwi supports the application.

landsandsurvey.co.nz
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Bridge crossings and structures
47.  The proposed KVT route includes five (5) bridge crossings (from north to south):
e Waingarara Stream —referred to as Baker Road Bridge;
e  Kaihu River —referred to as the Ahikiwi Bridge;
e  Waitakahuruhuru Stream —referred to as the Maitahi Bridge;
e Astream/tributary just north of Babylon Coast road — referred to as the Babylon Bridge; and
e Kaihu River —referred to as the Kaihu River Bridge.

48.  The design for these structures has yet to be confirmed, but it is anticipated that the bridges will be single span
suspension structures, with foundations located outside the bed and banks of the watercourses they cross.

49, Bridges will be designed in compliance with the permitted activity criteria and standards of the PRPN (C.2.1.8(4)).
The design of the bridges will meet the requirements of the New Zealand Cycle Trail Design Guide and will also
allow sufficient passage beneath to ensure safe and adequate passage for flood flows.

50. Culverts and/or minor structures will be installed (or extended where existing structures occur) to cross open
drains at several locations along the proposed route. All culverts will comply with the permitted activity criteria
and standards for culverts in the PRPN (Rule C.2.1.8(3)) and the National Environmental Standard for Freshwater
2020, and include provision for fish passage, where required.

Earthworks

51.  Theapproximate length of the KVT is 42km, approximately 22km of which will comprise a 3m wide off-road formed
path within a fenced corridor averaging approximately 4m. The off-road sections will require the topsoil to be
scraped back to a maximum depth of approximately 0.3m before aggregate is applied—up to a maximum fill depth
of 0.5mm—and compacted.

52. Earthworks will occur over a maximum area of approximately 66,000m?2. The maximum approximate volume of
cut (removal of topsoil) will be 19,800m* and the maximum approximate volume of fill will be 33,000m3. Whilst
the maximum area and volumes have been calculated by applying the maximum cut and fill depths across the
entire maximum area of the earthworks, it is expected that the actual volumes will be much lower due to the
existing ground conditions along the former railway embankment, which is largely flat and reasonably well
compacted from its previous use as a rail corridor.

53. No earthworks are required where the KVT passes along low volume local roads.

54, For the purposes of construction, the trail earthworks have been separated into discrete sections for staging, as

follows:
e Stagel:
— Dargaville to Parore West Road (Section 1B)
— Mamaranui Road to Ahikiwi Road (Section 1A)
e Stage 2:

— Kaihu Wood Road to Opouteke Road (Section 2A)

— Ahikiwi Road to Kaihu (Section 2B)
e Stage 3: Aranga Station Road to Donnellys Crossing (Section 3)
e  Stage 4: Parore West Road to Mamaranui (Section 4)

The corresponding sections are shown on the proposed route plans included at Appendix A.

landsandsurvey.co.nz
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The order of staging is indicative only and subject to change as a result of design and construction considerations
and engagement with landowners. The division of stages and the components within each stage will remain as
stipulated in this application and the conditions of consent proposed by the applicant. Any changes to the order
of staging will be addressed through the provision of a final Earthworks and Fill Management Plan and Erosion and
Sediment Control Plans for each stage, as required in accordance with the proposed conditions of consent.

55.  As previously noted, this application seeks earthworks consent for all sections of the trail, with the exception of
where the proposed route extends through properties listed below and shown in Figure 1:

e Lot1DP 528305 (Murare)

e Lot2 DP 528305 (Windust)

e Lot 1DP 134571 (Sole)

e Part Lot 5 DP 23704 (Hancocks)
e Lot 1 DP 99864 (Arnesen)

56. Engagement with landowners over the proposed route in this section remains ongoing and a variation to consent
or additional consent for earthworks will be sought as necessary once negotiations have been finalised. For
completeness, the description of the earthworks required for construction considers the trail as a whole.

57. Discrete excavations will likely be required to construct the bridges along the proposed KVT route. The design for
these structures has yet to be confirmed, but it is expected that the extent of earthworks required for their
construction will be limited to that required for piling and is not anticipated to exceed approximately 50m3 of
earthworks for all structures combined.

58.  The construction of the bridges will be undertaken in two stages, as follows:
e Stage 1: Kaihu River Bridge, Ahikiwi Bridge and Baker Road Bridge
e Stage 2: Babylon Bridge, Maitahi Bridge and Aranga Station Road Bridge
The locations of the bridges are shown on the proposed route plans included at Appendix A.

59. It is noted that the Kaipara District Plan exempts earthworks undertaken as part of “normal rural practices” within
the Rural Zone. This exemption provides for activities such as establishment and maintenance of fences and
fencelines, and maintenance of rural tracks, stop-banks and drains. As noted above, the off-road sections of the
KVT will be formed within a fenced corridor averaging approximately 4m in width, largely within the Rural Zone.
As such, the erection of fences along the corridor can be undertaken as a permitted activity in accordance with
this exemption.

60.  An Earthworks and Fill Management Plan (EFMP) has been prepared for the proposed earthworks and is attached
at Appendix D.

Erosion and sediment control

61.  The entire Project site is long and narrow and generally has small contributing catchments. Staging of the Project
means that works will progress from commencement to completion in discrete areas before soil in other
sections/stages is disturbed.

62. Erosion and sediment control measures will be installed on site during the execution of the construction phase in
accordance with Guideline Document 2016/005: “Erosion and Sediment Control Guide for Land Disturbing
Activities in the Auckland Region” (GDO5).

63.  The objectives of sediment and erosion control approach to be adopted for the site are to:
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65.
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Minimise the extent of open and unstabilised areas to reduce the rate of erosion and sediment generation;

Provide practical sediment and erosion control measures to reduce the amount of sediment leaving the
site; and

Protect and maintain the passage of flows within flood hazard areas.

Generally, the management of sediment laden stormwater discharges from the area of earthworks will involve

the following:

Progressive stabilisation — The earthworks areas will be progressively stabilised with compacted aggregate
for the trail surfaces, and topsoil and grass seed on adjacent areas. Erosion and sediment controls will only
be removed once the aggregate is compacted and/or grass seed has struck.

Silt fences — Silt fences will be constructed along the downstream perimeter of open works areas to ensure
that any sediment within the area of works is caught prior to leaving the site and does not get washed into
nearby waterways or accumulate on adjacent land.

Timing of works — Ideally, works will occur during periods of dry weather. However, given the programme
for the construction of the KVT, it is likely that the majority of earthworks will need to be undertaken outside
of the usual earthworks season. Much of the trail is located within the identified flood hazard area;
however, in these areas, the trail is located atop the former rail embankment, which sits above the
modelled flood levels for both the 10-year and 100-year ARI event, so the earthworks will be largely outside
the modelled extent of flooding.

The sequence of sediment and erosion control works at the site is proposed as follows:

Install silt fences;

Initiate earthworks, while maintaining the control measures throughout the construction phase;
Remove topsoil over areas of work;

Placement and compaction of aggregate on trail surface;

Progressive stabilisation of the site; and

Decommissioning of sediment control measures.
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Appendix 4

Typical Sections

Po7/92 Kaihu Valley Railway
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Appendix 5

Farm Race / Cycle Trail Intersection &

Cattle Stop Construction

Po7/92 Kaihu Valley Railway
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Appendix 6

Draft Farm Races Sections 1 A & 1B

Po7/92 Kaihu Valley Railway
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Appendix 7

From the Wairoa to Maunganui Bluff
New Zealand Herald
27 September 1887, page 6

Po7/92 Kaihu Valley Railway



FROM THE WAIROA TO MAUNGA.
NUI BLUPF.

THR KAISU VALLEY RAILWAY.
[RY OUR OWN REPORTER.]

Tuz wealth in kauri of the Northern Wairoa
River aad the importamce of its $imber
irade bave long been known. From an early
period in the history of the Eaipara Harbour
‘the Wairos has had the lion’s share in the
export of kauri Simber and kaurl gum
from thss estuary; and the private Sown-
ships of Te Kopuru, Aratapu (onoe knowi: &8
Beuar’s Mill), Maungawhare, and Dargaville
have suoossded to the scattered camps and

shanties of the early logchoppers. In éhe
of time the bushes in the vieinity of

the river, its Wwibatary streams and driving
cresks, were decuded of kauri, snd skid
roads, slush lubricated, and woodem trams

ways oartied the campaign againss the forest
ferther afield. Suoch heips kad their limits,
and she desire to tap the rich store of imber
yeot more inland gave riss 80 the oano;pﬂoa
and present exevution of the Kaihu Valley
Railway.

The gut winter has hindered the advance
of the work on the line, bat the fine weatber
of spring will be taken lnr{:ndmh.g' of,
that, with a strong foroe of hands, renewead
headway can be made. BStarting from she
substantial wharf at Dargaville, and Eﬂn‘

b the heart of that sownahip, the line
of the rallway follows the general courss of
the Kaiku River, which ik crosses, at $wo
miles sixty-two chains, by a strongly-bails
wooden truse bridge near the flaxm The
shore piers of the bridge and the adjacent
Coiihes ook by tacroces Siers of vrveuy

nat ‘ tiers of strong
% tes-tree stake [ascines well pinnog
down., The river flat near Dargaville is but
little below formation level. Though moist,
it can hardly be called swampy for the first
mile, but oa passing the native village of
chief Parore, and cutting through a high
spur, & stretch of kahikatea swamp is mes
with, shrough which the lins is carried upos
s high embankment, not yet corpleted, and
for which much of ithe earth has been
obtained by side-casting. Owing to the wes

st oF bha sennnd and the ensrlad snd

FROM THE WAIROA
TO MAUNGANUI
BLUFF.

NEW ZEALAND HERALD, VOLUME
XXIV, ISSUE 8064, 27 SEPTEMBER
1887, PAGE 6
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interbwisted roots of bhe trees, coiled together
like the snake {olds of the laocoba, the taak
of making the line has been moss unpleasant
for the workmen, Bhortly before reaching
she bridge a flood opening of a hundred fees
has beea lefs. As is common in the Wairca
districk, the land at the water's edge is
rather higher than farther back from the
river. This is probably owing to the accuamu-
Iation of drift wood round tne stems of the
trees near the siream first, and the deposit
of ellt among the drift, the whole forming a
low, irregular dyke, bound together by she
subsequent growth of herbago. enos,
when floods bave come and gone againo, the
water is retained in lagoons and pools back
from the river. To prevent this the flood
opening bas been made, and a channel pro-
vided for the esoape of the water to the
river lower down at a poins where the Kaibu,
after making a long lovp, ourves back. The
oourse of the flood water is, in fact, a short
ous across the bend ; but no danger is thought
to exisk thas shis will develop into & out-off,
ﬂmd form » new and direot chaunel for the
ver.

Acrosa the bridge the laud is higher and
or, flax awamp taking the place of
kahikatea, The flaxmill and the associated
buildings, with the run of the Jand known
as the * flax lease,” are ococupied by Mr.
Trounson, whoss residence, plaosd on 3he
int of a spur that comes down %o the
hu, has a five view of the surronnding
countey, backed up by the serrated Tangihua
R-_::S- and the long, sloping back and high
shonlder of Tutamoe, one of the loftiead of
mwountains north of Auockiand, and 2576 fest
in height. The railway just touches the food
of the spur, and on through a level
country, not much below the level of the
lina. A rolling tea-tree ovuntry lies to the
lefs hand, and flax swamp extsuds on the
ri‘ght to tbe river, or to the intervening belt
of kahikatea marsh. AS$ four miles thi
chains th:h m.ﬁdniim"]: to the loltt o “?1113
& u, here sharply bend
back. A short bit of small and nok vyery web
kshikates swamp is passed throogh, a * bii-
labong" rather than a siream is crossed by a
bridge, of which the piles have been driven
down forty fest to securs a firm foandation,
and then Babylon, ' thss great city,” oon-
aisting of a stors and sundry seedy-looking
shanties, is come to. As Bsbylon, however,



i3 toe osnvre Of gum camps, mase S
population of over one hundred and Hfty

umdiggers, and is the shippiog port of the
hhn or their gum, B-Ih}ﬁ‘::i is nok to be
sueezed at, Half a mile beyond Babyloun is
» ltigh baok, around the potot of ‘which the
line curves quickly, and shen comes to the
* Jong swamp,” a mile loog, over which itis
carried by a high embankment and two
bridges, which are really flood openings,
forty feet wide each. Thess are more ¥o
admit the passage of water backing up from
the Kaihn in floods than to drain the land
behind them. 8hould, howevar, it be deemed
advisable to fit these openings with valves to
keep back the waters of the Kaihu, that the
at the rear, when setiled on, may not
be burdened with more than their own
s, the embankments are deemed
strong enough to withstand the preesure of
the water. #rom the long swamp onward to
Opabeke the oouniry is very favourable to
she engineer : the grades are light aud the
curves eaay. Immediately beyond the long
swamp, sfter cutting througn a spur, is »
carious little pisce of bog, too thiok to swim
in, but nos thick enough $0 walk upon. Ite
compoaibion is of » black, treacherons sponge,
into which a atone dissppears with a splash
ora puff, A sixteen-foot plank has
thruss down inte it without touching bottom,
and this-borrible: morass may yet oo
and suffooate more than one hapleas traveller.



At a littla beyond this, ak the Taita
Church, native school, and settlsmens, the
character of the ocountry changes, and be-
oomes more favourable for' the intending
settier. Hitherto the country passed thmgh
has preserved ono ap . From the
faxmill bridge to the Taita Church bridge
across the Mititai stream, the line has keps
to the right bank of the Kaihn, that is,
to the leit-hand side going aup the wvalley.
Low rolling ridges and spurs, sometimes
clayey, bus mors often, superticially ats least,
of a grey sandy mnature, come down to or
nearly to the river, forming side wvalleys,
which at bottom wers level expanses of
awamp overgrown with flax, raupo, rushes,
and kiekle. These valleys rua back almost
to-the ooant, narrowing as they go back, bug
wideni sa' they approsch and become
verged in the swampy recesses of the main
Eaibu Valley, All the orecks crossed by
the iine drain these swampe; in most oases
they ran but a little into the awamp mass.
The Government road from Manngawhare to
Hokianga runs up she valley on the same
side of the river as the railway, but keeps
well back from the river, now sidling up »
spur or ruoning across a saddle back in is,
searching for an essy grade more than
for a straight ocurse, 'and arossing the
awamps or causeways, fascinad as the top,
and seb out with white-printed pilos posta on
either hand to guide the wayfarer when the
road is under water. ‘The high lands,
ocoversd with tea-froe ;h:im'nl. with regaid
%o gum may be oornid rich ; $hey are not
too attractive o0 tho farmer. The swamps,
when drained or where drainable, are vala-
able for pesture and root orops, mot for
osresnls, and the fund of dark S:nmpm.ﬂ
vegetable matter oan be drawn upon for long
without exhaustion. Bat the advisability of
taking up swamp land is a guestion greatly of
levels, and throughout the Wairoa distriok,
where awamp prevalls, and tore especially
in the neighbourhond of tidal influence, the
lowlands will have to be Sreated Dutoh
fsshion with dyke and windmill. The
natural slopes s>e not encugh in msny places
to rid the land of ssrpluos water till late in
she season, and the experience gained in the
Bediord Laevel and the lower Missisaippl is
neoded in the Lower Waira,



Beyond the Taita Church, higher uiﬂu
valley, the land is dryer and more level
The natural grewih for about three miles or
mors is medinm to heavyish tsa-tree bush,
interspersed with oa tres. A ocvnsider-
abls extent of md been clearsd
the patives on sidee of the road ;
oultivaticn grounds are wall fenced with
proof posts and rails, and where turned u
and in orop show a black, .{reely-working
soil. Home cf the encicsurcs have been
allowed o take & Maori [allow—i.e., bave
gons back to flax busk and milk weed.
Quiside th:ll -n;lbhm’mru ::I“ was much
ture, wall eatabli with »
E:- of {eed in it. el
Without saying that the line cen be laid
as a surface line, shere ia not muach to do in
the way of earthwork oo shis section of the
railway, Henos, thoogh nothing has been
done hers more tHan M.P the bush
away, there is really very little to do. A
slight diversion has besu made a$
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kind bstwesn Dargavills and Hokisaga, b
furnishes & greet convenienoe to the travel-
ler. Thﬂmurmtunrminﬂl;m
sittingrooms, one rularubh for ladies,

mmudim dmﬁmL k-pt sight printl

thtmhinehu ul,mdthuliqumoi
uality. Thnhmm snd manager s Mr.
. 8. Soowden, lase of the Manganui Bluff
Hotel, and his knowledge of the country will
unlgmimtnthnmm The river
{ fordable in ordinsry ciroumatanoces, bud
thmis 3 hulp-yournlf in time of high
water. A boat is m by a traversing
loop %0 a wire attnmdmih-tim;l
rope leads from either bank %o $he boat, and
;ay this the peassenger becomes his own
mago,

s clearing for the line terminates ab
Maropiu ; th- survey is completed, and the
contracts let as far uih:n native sstilement
of Up-mku. duh.ni in 16} miles from
Dﬂﬂlﬂul the railway. The f#oal

rvey of thres and a-half mﬂu will be
ﬂnhhdhdnnchdm:ndwiumth
line ball & mile into Governmens hul, up
the of the Waima, famous for itl
Eauri. mhfmﬂmw l‘lll‘l‘lj"
will cross $he Eaihu at the ™
nmbﬁdgenttwulﬂitlmnmdmul
shore spans; thres miles farther on the
river is crossed onoe more by a bridge, pre-
sumably of thres 40ft spanas, and then what
is called the “:urg:"porﬁono!thtnlhyh
sntered. The ranges come t up o
river's brink, and are oo with kauris

E

may
-dmit of itan Jast beyond
the jonction of the Wairoa and Hl.nnp
Rivers (whioch form the Kaiha), is the line
between the Crown land and the native block
of Openeke. The compeny have reserved
for them by the Government the right of
selection in this Crown land to an amount
l?oci.ﬂud in their charter, and on the com-
etion of » oertain portion of the line oen
begin their selection. The ultimate terminus
of the railway is fixed at twenty miles from
Dargaville., At this terminal station a town-
shi m-:hhhah@ - by
ia af pressnt versed
the Maungawhare- Hokiangs t{md thas, after
ranning along the nlhru far as Opaneke,
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some seven miles of high, opam coantry; the
gﬂt Maunganui Bloff swamp s reached.
he great morass, over a thousand acres in
sroa, lies at an elevation of 500 foes above
sea level, and, like nearly all the country
betweea the North Head of Eaipara Harbour
and the Manganuni Biaff, drains eastward,
the cutlet stream being crossed a little before
arriving at the now closed M ui Bluff
Hotel. The swamp lies in the fork of the
Government road and a track which rucs off
to the lefé along & ridge thres-guarters of »
mile before coming to the atream ; it is of an
irregalar ellipsio shape, and eads north-west-
ward at & wall of heavy bush lying in a
valley between the great busbeclad blufl
itself and the spur up whioh tke Governmens
rond runs, Toe stream running ont of the
swamp flows into the Waima at s mile and a-
kalf, falling in that speos 150 fees, and all
that hinders the swamp from being converted
into firm land is a ledge of rock mear the
road. This cut through the one-time swam
will be a fine farm for somebody, and ngl\ng
raosoourse oould be lsid ot wpon ik, Onos
the dam of rock was gos rid of, the rest
would be matter of detail simply 3 contour
drains could catch the rainfall of the enclos-
ing slopes, while the swamp drains would
form ancther system. Otherwise a ]
arterial drain running along the middle of
she swamp wounld gether the draioage of he
hills with its own. Bud this is not m
way by which the swamp could be
The belorementioned track, leading to the
left, runs along s ridge that, at a point
opposite the hotel, is bus two hundred yards
wide and twenty feel above the margin of
ths swamp, estward is a deep fnl.ly
ranniog into the Waibhsopai River. ¥rom
this gully & drive put through the ridge for
I-:l tlu:t: tmthm wonld %mhh another
outlet for the draimage of the aswam
Abundanoce of ksurl lies on the ranges totf;
sast, and three miles beyond she hotel, along
the Gov ent road, rumonr tells of & lavael
tableland of over ten shousand acres of taraire
bush, 1300 {feet above the sea, All thie
mwhmhmd by the Eaihu Valley
WAY.

The railwey, asa railway, should work
very well, for the general course of the line
is straight, there are no grest heighta to be
overcomse, and ths curves are naither numser-
ous nor cruel. ‘The gorarninllg is one in 08§,
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chaing ; there is one ocurve of eight chains
radius, one of nine, the majority are of
fiftesn to forty chains radios, and shere are
B0 reverss ourves. Where the onrves exiss
the line is lovel or of very alight inclination,
while there are many streiches of level u;an
whish an engine-driver oap maks time. The
formation level is keph eightean inches above
asoortained flood level. Facks of drift
timber in the Kaihu River have dasmmed up
flood waters to an unusual height as times,
bus it will become the dely of the line
tenders to remove thess, and with shem their
attendant dangers. Mr. Morton Williames,
chisf engineor of the line, is confident that
all danger from floods is removed by his
arrangements : for fourteen or fifsesn chaios
embsnkmeats have been raised o
sgalnst the effects of the in she river,
but of embankments to the full beight
deterininsd ou, 5o one has been submerged,
The bridges are atoutly made, oonsidering
the weighs they are to bear., Whers wash-
ingku{ ths embankments by flood water is
looked for, fascine work bs resocted to
in the first instance, and when the rooky
gorge is entered, the stone obtained in ex-
cavation will be used in making & of
looss, rubble (pierres perduss), or * rip-rap,”
as our American ocousing call it, in re
mens of she fascinps. Where the banks are
sandy the rubble work will need a farther
backiog of small shingle to preveas the
washing tarough of the sand., Barrow-pits
hluboullrgar rmrh&:utaﬂndthlmﬂ
for the embankments, outkings actoally
nesded are both _lhll‘l.l;# and shork. The
line will be laid with flat-footed, single-head
rails of Bessomer steel, 53lbe 30 the yard,
fastened down with fang spikes. The rail
joints will be simultaneons, made npon she
aleeper, fanged ﬂahﬂlnu being used. The
googe is 3fc Gin. The vessel with the fires
instalment of theiron isdue at Dargaville the
middle of this mouth (Seplember), and the
laying of the rails will commence on her
arrival. Fifteen thoesand aleepers are
alrosdy on the ground. The line will be
ballasted with river shingla, taken from an
old bed of the Esihu, ana with the advent of
the four-whesled *‘pony” engines, ballast
trains will be run. ‘The standard type of
engine will be & siz-ooupled, tweaty-ton
engine of short wheel base, and the remainder
of the rolling stock will be of the kind nsual



on onr rallways. lihe uu-t of the whole line,
eguipmens incladed, will be kept much
within the primary estimate, by thia
time nexs year, if nos before, the line will
[ mlnly opea for tnﬁu throughout,
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Po7/92

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

NZAA SITE NUMBER: P07/92

Site Record Form SITE TYPE: Transport/ communication

ARCH S|TE SITE NAME(s): Kaihu Valley Railway

archaeological site
recording scheme

DATE RECORDED:

SITE COORDINATES (NZTM) Easting: 1666015 Northing: 6037195 Source: On Screen

IMPERIAL SITE NUMBER: METRIC SITE NUMBER: P07/92

|

Land Information New Zealand. Esgle Technology

Finding aids to the location of the site
Northern Kaipara. The Kaihu Valley Railway runs up the Kaihu River Valley from Dargaville to Donnellys Crossing

Brief description
Railway bench

Recorded features
Bridge, Building, Railway, Tank

Other sites associated with this site
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Po7/92

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

SITE RECORD HISTORY NZAA SITE NUMBER: P07/92

Site description

Updated 31/05/2021 (Field visit), submitted by michaeltaylor , visited 27/05/2021 by Birch, Dawn; Joseph, Laurie;
Kronqvist
Grid reference (E1666015 / N6037195)

The grid reference is the approximate mid-point of the railway formation between Dargaville and Donnellys Crossing.
Description

The Kaihu Railway formation runs from Dargaville to Donnellys Crossing, in Northern Kaipara. Most of the line and its
stations were constructed and in use before 1900.

In 2021 most of the original railway formation, consisting of a raised earth embankment for much of its route, remains
relatively intact. The stations, the original bridges and other associated structures have all gone. Most bridge heads remain
as do the culverts and concrete water tank foundations.

History

In 1882 The Kaihu Valley Railway Company was contracted to build the railway from near to the Wairoa River up the Kaihu
River Valley for about 31.4 km (19.5 miles) to the kauri forests at the head of the valley.

By 1888 a total of 27.36 km (17 miles) of track had been laid to a point just north of Maropiu and the company had
purchased two locomotives. By this time the company was mortgaged to the Government (Fordyce 1998:63 & 76).

Financial problems led to a Commission of Inquiry being held in 1890 and the Public Works Department took possession of
the railway on 27 May 1890 (AJHR 1890 H6: 1-26).

The extension of the railway from Opanake to Kaihu was completed on the 11 November 1895 by the Public Works
Department (Hansen & Neil 1992: 56).

A further short extension of the line from Kaihu to the booms on the Kaihu River was completed and handed over to the
Railway Department for use on 21 October 1896 (AJHR 1897 D-1 iii). The timber booms and skids had been constructed
for the transfer of logs from the river to the railway (AJHR 1896 D-1 viii).

The Kaihu Valley Railway Extension Act 1895 authorised the construction of an extension of the railway from Opanake to
Waima (later Whatoro) but this was not completed until 1 June 1914 (AJHR 1895 D-1 viii).

Work recommenced after World War | and the final extension of the line opened to Donnellys Crossing on 1 April 1923.

Initially the railway was mainly used to transport kauri logs and timber and continued to carry freight and passengers until it
closed in 1959.

Initially the railway was called the Kaihu Valley Railway, it was later known as the Kaihu Section, the Dargaville Section and
finally the Donnellys Crossing Branch.

There were 15 stations on the line (see attached table).

Kaipara District Council is planning to use the rail formation for a walking and cycling trail.

References

Fordyce, S. 1998 Longwater: Historical Aspects of the Northern Wairoa, The Charford Press, New Plymouth.
Hansen, H. J & F. J Neil 1992 Tracks in the North, Private Publication.

The path of the railway is shown on NZMS maps: N18 Waipoua 1944, 1967; N19 Mangakahia 1943, 1969; N23 Dargaville
1943, 1964.

See additional information & photographs.

Condition of the site
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Po7/92

NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

Updated 31/05/2021 (Field visit), submitted by michaeltaylor , visited 27/05/2021 by Birch, Dawn; Joseph, Laurie;
Krongvist

The raised earth rail formation remains in reasonable condition. There are some visible remains of most structures
associated with the railway including the stations and bridges.

It is planned to develop the rail formation as a walking & cycling trail

Statement of condition

Updated: 03/06/2021 - Good — Majority of visible features are intact, but some minor loss of definition and/or damage

Current land use:

Updated: 03/06/2021 - Grazing, Reserve/ recreation, Services

Threats:

Updated: 03/06/2021 - Stock trampling, Farming practices, Erosion, Road/ track formation or maintenance, Services/
utilities, Visitor impacts/ vandalism
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NEW ZEALAND ARCHAEOLOGICAL ASSOCIATION

SITE RECORD INVENTORY NZAA SITE NUMBER: P07/92

Supporting documentation held in ArchSite
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Po7/92

Looking north at route of former railway embankment from just north of where the Opanake Station
was located. It is between Waikaraka Marae & Kaihu. It is currently utilised as a farm track.
Image taken by T. Kronqvist, 3 May 2021.

Looking north at a bridgehead of a former railway bridge & the railway embankment.
Mamaranui Station once stood in the mid-distance. The road signs visible in the distance
mark where Waihue Road meets SH12. In the far distance is the Tutamoe Range.

Image taken by T. Krongvist, 21 May 2021.

Information up-loaded by Michael Taylor, Archaeology North Ltd., 2 June 2021.



Po7/92

Looking nor-nor-west at the northern end of the former Maitahi Station, showing the railway
embankment between the fence and figure, where it is wider & then narrows.
Image taken by T. Krongvist, 21 May 2021.

Looking north along the former railway route from a former bridgehead, located
approximately 150 metres north from Maitahi Road. SH12 is to the east of this image.
Image taken by T. Kronqvist, 7 May 2021.

Information up-loaded by Michael Taylor, Archaeology North Ltd., 2 June 2021.
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Draft Field Records Showing Locations
of Features & Sites

Po7/92 Kaihu Valley Railway



























