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Dear Council Members,

I am writing to formally submit my concerns regarding the proposed zone change and the two 
proposed subdivisions at Baylys Beach, currently under consideration by the Kaipara District 
Council.

1. Environmental and Ecological Impact

A primary concern relates to the significant pressure this level of development will place on the 
local environment and natural resources. Baylys Beach is a sensitive ecological area, and 
increasing residential density through subdivision and rezoning has the potential to:

• Exacerbate erosion and habitat degradation;

• Increase waste, stormwater, and runoff into surrounding natural waterways and marine 
environments;

Notably, one of the proposed subdivisions lies within a large water catchment area, and has two 
significant catchments for the Baylys beach area.

Given the intensifying impacts of climate change, this location raises serious questions about 
increased flooding, soil instability, and water management—both for the new developments and 
for existing properties further down the catchment, particularly those closer to the beachfront.

2. Stormwater and Infrastructure Concerns

We are particularly concerned about where stormwater runoff from these new developments will 
be directed. The existing environment is already under seasonal stress, and there is insufficient 
detail available to the public about the capacity or upgrades planned to support the additional 
load.

Improperly managed stormwater can:

• Lead to flooding during heavy rainfall events;

• Increase sedimentation and pollution in local watercourses;

• Damage existing private property.

These risks are heightened in a coastal area such as Baylys Beach, which is inherently vulnerable 
to changing weather patterns.



3. Water Supply and Resource Capacity

There is also the critical matter of water supply. Residents are frequently subjected to water 
restrictions during the summer months due to limited supply. The current system already 
struggles to meet existing demand. Any new development must demonstrate a sustainable, 
independent water supply solution before approval is granted. It would be irresponsible to 
proceed with further subdivision without first resolving these infrastructure shortfalls.

4. Demand for Development

We question whether there is genuine, community-supported demand for this scale of 
development in Baylys Beach. Anecdotal and historical data suggest a slow but steady pace of 
growth, which does not necessarily warrant significant rezoning or densification at this time.

Large-scale development in a relatively remote and environmentally sensitive location should be 
justified by robust, independently reviewed demand assessments, which should be made 
available for public scrutiny. Without clear evidence of need, the risk remains that this 
development is being driven by speculative or short-term commercial interest rather than long-
term sustainable planning.

Conclusion

In light of the above, we respectfully request that Kaipara District Council:

1. Pauses or declines the proposed zone change and subdivisions at Baylys Beach until 
comprehensive environmental impact assessments and infrastructure studies are 
completed;

2. Prioritises long-term environmental sustainability and community wellbeing over short-
term development pressures.

We appreciate the opportunity to provide this feedback and trust that the Council will take the 
concerns of the local community into serious consideration when evaluating the proposal.
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