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Mangawhai EcoCare Wastewater Scheme 

Kaipara District Council in Partnership with Earth Tech 

 
For further information please refer to the Project Information Booklet from December 2007, 

or refer to the EcoCare website www.kaipara.govt.nz/mangawhai_ecocare.htm 
 

Sewer construction and reinstatement 

Progress in May has exceeded expectations with close to 3.5 km of pipework laid, bringing the total 

now up to over 9 km of pipe in the ground.  Note that only public sewers are being constructed at 

the moment.  The private drains connecting your property to the public sewer can not be done until 

the treatment plant is ready, expected March 2009. 

The reinstatement crew (levelling and re-seeding grass areas, repairing vehicle crossings, etc) 

follows the sewer construction crew as quickly as possible but there may be a 1 or 2 week delay.  

We appreciate your patience as disruption is inevitable and it will take time for roads and grass 

verges to be put right.  The condition of private property is recorded prior to commencing work and 

once we believe reinstatement is complete we will contact you. 

For queries about sewer construction please call the EcoCare Office on 09 431 4938. 

Streets affected by sewer construction and reinstatement works in the next fortnight may include; 

·  Wintle Street 

·  Cullen Street 

·  Olsen Avenue 

·  Dey Street 

·  Wharfdale 

Crescent 

·  Robert Street 

·  Heather Street 

·  Moir Point Road 

·  Quail Way 

·  Pohutukawa 

Place 

·  Cheviot Street 

·  Suffolk Street 

·  Devon Street 

·  Seabreeze 

Avenue 

·  Kainui Street 

·  Pearson Street 

·  Mangawhai 

Heads Road

How will I know when work is going to start in my street? 

At least 7 days before work is planned to start in your area, you will receive a letter including an 

invitation to a street corner meeting and to contact us with any queries.   

Anyone on private property who is working on the EcoCare Project must carry an ID card with a 

unique identity number.  If you want to check the validity of a person carrying a card please call the 

EcoCare Project Office 09 431 4938 or Council’s EcoCare Representative 09 431 4380 

 

If you would like to get these fortnightly updates direct to your email inbox then please email  

Melanie Smith – EcoCare Liaison Officer – melanie.smith@kaipara.govt.nz
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Frequently Asked Questions 

With Projects such as EcoCare, it is common for questions to arise and misunderstandings to 

occur. If you are unsure of any facts, please do not hesitate to contact the EcoCare Liaison Officer 

and request the latest information.  Some commonly asked questions and answers are listed below 

and there are more listed on the EcoCare website. 

Who will make the final connection to EcoCare? 

Generally for developed properties within the initial scope of sewer reticulation created pre March 

2002, the private drain connection to the sewer will be carried out as part of the EcoCare Project at 

no additional cost.  However if your existing private drainage upstream of the existing septic tank is 

old and cracked and/or there is risk of stormwater entering the EcoCare system then we will not 

allow connection.  Instead we will issue a notice to fix, in which case the private drainage works 

including connection to the sewer will need be arranged and paid for by you.  Therefore, to gain the 

most benefit from the works we are carrying out now, we highly recommend that you seek advice 

from a registered drainlayer as soon as possible. 

I am about to build on my property.  Am I allowed to use a holding tank until the EcoCare 

connection is available? 

In order to assist you we have recently started permitting on a case by case basis the use of 

holding tanks instead of on-site treatment and disposal systems.  This has only been possible since 

we have been granted resource consent and the appeals have been resolved.  However any 

application for use of a holding tank must be reviewed by Council’s Building team in conjunction 

with the EcoCare team and requires a building consent application.  Please contact Council for a 

list of guidelines.  Note that holding tanks will generally not be permitted in subdivisions with 

communal wastewater systems. 

Do I have to connect to EcoCare? 

Yes, if EcoCare services are available to your property then you will be required to connect 

regardless of the type of existing wastewater treatment and disposal system currently on your 

property. The Local Government Act enables the Council to require householders to connect. 

My property was created after 23 March 2002.  How can I nominate the 25 year option for 

paying the one-off targeted rate? 

Before the start of the rating year in which the targeted rate will be applied, you will be sent a letter 

asking to nominate either the 1-year or 25-year payment option.  Note that if the 25 year payment 

option is selected, the annual amount becomes a rate that stays with the property even if you sell. 

If your property has been developed (is not vacant then the targeted rate will be levied in the rating 

year that the connection will be available.  If your property is vacant then the targeted rate will be 

levied when building consent is granted. 


