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Mangawhai EcoCare Wastewater Scheme 

Kaipara District Council in Partnership with Earth Tech 

 
For further information please refer to the Project Information Booklet from December 2007, 

or the EcoCare website www.kaipara.govt.nz/mangawhai_ecocare.htm 
 

How is construction of the Wastewater Scheme progressing? 

Approximately one third of the public sewers have now been constructed.  Earthworks on the 

treatment plant site is underway and further assessment of the most cost effective location for the 

reclaimed-water storage dam on Council’s Brown Road farm is being carried out.   

For queries about sewer construction please call the EcoCare Office on 09 431 4938. 

Who will install the private property drains? 

The private drain connections for developed properties eligible for the government subsidy (created 

pre 24 March 2002) are now being designed in detail and will typically run from the inlet of your 

septic tank to the sewer.  Where applicable this includes a grinder pump.  Our Registered 

Drainlayer Steve Somers will progressively inspect each property to assess the layout and 

condition of your existing drains and to plan the route of the private property drain to the sewer. 

If we find a problem with your existing drains upstream of the septic tank then we will not complete 

the connection and will instead require that you arrange to have your drain repaired.  Therefore, to 

benefit most from EcoCare, if you suspect there are problems with your existing drainage we 

recommend you seek advice from your own registered drainlayer as soon as possible. 

What are common private drains? 

In accordance with Council©s Draft Wastewater Bylaw, the sewerage design may be amended in 

places to include the use of common private drains serving up to 5 properties.  The benefits 

of common private drains include shorter, shallower drains and overall construction cost reduction.  

What about grinder pumps? 

The grinder pumps for properties serviced by low pressure sewers have arrived in Mangawhai. 

Details and commonly asked questions have been added to our website.  We plan to send out an 

information pack to owners of properties serviced by grinder pumps shortly. 

Note that in order to provide the most cost-effective wastewater solution, we will look at sharing 

grinder pumps as a form of common private drain.  That is, if there are septic tanks and drains from 

different properties located near to each other, we may install a single grinder pump to service all 

instead of installing one pump for each property. To avoid disagreement relating to usage, Council 

may cover the power costs of the shared pumpsets. 
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Where are we working? 

Streets affected by sewer construction and reinstatement works in the next fortnight may include; 

·  Alamar Cres 

·  Cheviot St 

·  Cullen St 

·  Devon St 

·  Dey St 

·  Eveline St 

·  Heather St 

·  Holiday Cres 

·  Kainui St 

·  Lincoln St 

·  Mangawhai Heads Rd 

·  Margaret St 

·  Moir Point Rd 

·  Moir St 

·  North Ave 

·  Olsen Ave 

·  Pearson St 

·  Pohutukawa Pl 

·  Quail Way 

·  Robert St 

·  Seabreeze Avenue 

·  Suffolk St 

·  Wharfdale Cres 

·  Wintle St 

How will I know when work is going to start in my street? 

At least 7 days before work is planned to start in your area, you will receive a letter including an 

invitation to a street corner meeting and to contact us with any queries.   

Anyone on private property who is working on the EcoCare Project must carry an ID card with a 

unique identity number.  If you want to check the validity of a person carrying a card please call the 

EcoCare Project Office 09 431 4938 or Council’s EcoCare Representative 09 431 4380. 

Reinstatement of Property 

The reinstatement crew (levelling and re-seeding grass areas, repairing vehicle crossings, etc) 

follows the sewer construction crew as quickly as possible but there may be a 1 or 2 week delay.  

We appreciate your patience as disruption is inevitable and it will take time for roads and grass 

verges to be put right.  The condition of private property is recorded prior to commencing work and 

once we believe reinstatement is complete we will contact you. 

Where can I find out more about EcoCare? 

With Projects such as EcoCare, it is common for questions to arise and misunderstandings to 

occur. If you are unsure of any facts, please contact us to request the latest information.  A list of 

FAQ’s is on the EcoCare website www.kaipara.govt.nz/mangawhai_ecocare.htm 

If you are interested in the technical and sustainability aspects of EcoCare, please take the time to 

read the Assessment of Environmental Effects report submitted by Council and Earth Tech to 

Northland Regional Council; in particular Sections 1 to 3.   

If you would like to get these fortnightly updates direct to your email inbox then please email  

Melanie Smith – EcoCare Liaison Officer – melanie.smith@kaipara.govt.nz 


