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Council in Partnership with Water Infrastructure Group 

 
For further information please refer to the Project Information Booklet from December 2007, or the 

EcoCare website www.kaipara.govt.nz/mangawhai_ecocare.htm 

How is construction of the public wastewater scheme progressing? 

Three quarters of the public sewers are complete and grinder pumps for properties connecting to the low 

pressure sewers are being installed.  Construction of the treatment plant continues and the reclaimed 

water transfer pipeline to Council’s farm has started.  The storage dam on the farm will also be built this 

summer however all construction for the wastewater scheme will stop between now and 5th January 

2009.  The EcoCare office will be open for limited hours over the holiday period.  If you have any queries 

or concerns and find the office closed please leave a phone message or email. 

What about reinstatement? 

Reinstatement is ongoing and we do appreciate your patience. Only once we are satisfied the 

reinstatement is complete we will request your sign-off.  Please note that priority remains on ensuring 

safe access to property is maintained following construction. Reinstating concrete, paving and grass 

areas follows and then planting and other landscaping works will be carried out.   

What about my private drain connection to the sewer? 

Council can assist properties eligible for the sanitary works subsidy by providing the private drain 

connection to the sewers. Design of these is progressing south to north through Mangawhai.  As well as 

design, our drainlayers are carrying out a visual inspection of existing drains.  For Council to allow your 

drains to be connected to EcoCare we need to ensure that they comply with building code requirements 

and especially that risk of stormwater getting into the wastewater system is minimised.  If we find drains 

that may not be suitable for connection to the sewer we will let you know and ask that you get your own 

drainlayer to carry out any repairs and provide a report and/or as-built drawing.  If you suspect your 

existing drains are faulty we recommend you get your drainlayer involved as soon as possible. 

Please note that written consent from each property owner to carry out the proposed private drainage 

work will also be progressively requested from south to north through Mangawhai.  Unfortunately, if you 

do not provide written consent, or if your drains are not in a condition that will permit connection to the 

sewer system at the time works are being carried out in your area, the connection will not be completed 

by Council and you will have to obtain a Building Consent, and arrange and pay for the sewer connection.  

Common private drains including shared grinder pumps will be used where possible to make most cost-

effective use of the government subsidy available for private drainage work. 

 

Melanie Smith  –  EcoCare Liaison Officer  –  melanie.smith@kaipara.govt.nz or 09 431 4380 


