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Mangawhai EcoCare Wastewater Scheme 

Kaipara District Council in Partnership with Earth Tech 

 
For further information please refer to the Project Information Booklet from December 2007, 

or the EcoCare website www.kaipara.govt.nz/mangawhai_ecocare.htm 
 

Thank you all for your patience and tolerance during the last extremely wet six weeks.  Our 

Contractor has been working hard to ensure impact on stormwater drainage from the sewer 

construction is minimised during the rainfall events, although we must also ensure silt run-off into 

waterways is controlled which has been a challenge. 

How is construction of the Wastewater Scheme progressing? 

Over one third of the public sewers have now been constructed and 6 of the 11 pump stations are at 

various stages of completion. Earthworks on the treatment plant site are progressing well with site 

levelling nearly done, following which is a period of pre-load to ensure the site is stable before civil 

construction starts. Assessment of the best location for the reclaimed-water storage dam on 

Council’s Brown Road farm is being carried out.   

What is the Sanitary Works Subsidy and how does it affect me? 

In March 2002 the central government introduced a subsidy scheme to assist small communities 

with wastewater disposal problems.  Kaipara District Council applied to this Scheme and was 

granted $6.63M to help with Mangawhai EcoCare.  Note this was not a cash grant, but rather 

Council applies to the Ministry of Health for payments as construction progresses. 

The subsidy can only be used by Council to assist properties that were created on or before 23 

March 2002.  If you are eligible, then you do not need to apply as we have record of when your 

property was created.  If your section was created by subdivision after 23 March 2002, then you are 

not eligible for benefits from the subsidy. 

The subsidy is being used by Council to benefit eligible properties by a) reducing the one-off 

targeted rate (sewer availability charge) which is your capital contribution to providing the scheme, 

and b) assist with the physical extension of private drains to connect to the sewer. For properties 

created after 23 March 2002 the drainage connection to the sewer is the owners responsibility. 

Private drain connections are now being designed in detail and will typically run from the inlet of 

your septic tank to the sewer.  In some areas it may include a grinder pump and/or be a common 

private drain.  Our Registered Drainlayer will progressively inspect each property to assess the 

layout and condition of your existing drains and to plan the route of the private property drain.   

If you would like to receive these updates direct to your email inbox then please contact 

Melanie Smith – EcoCare Liaison Officer – melanie.smith@kaipara.govt.nz or 09 431 4380 


