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Mangawhai EcoCare Wastewater Scheme 

Council in Partnership with Water Infrastructure Group 

 
For further information please refer to the Project Information Booklet from December 2007, or the 

EcoCare website www.kaipara.govt.nz/mangawhai_ecocare.htm 

Introducing our new EcoCare Liaison Officer – Trevene Strafford 

Trevene Strafford will be taking over my role as EcoCare Community Liaison Officer for the final six 

months of the construction project.  I trust you all will welcome Trevene to the community and be as 

supportive of her as you have been to me over the past three years.  Trevene is originally from England 

and has worked the past five years in Australia on a large water pipeline project in a similar role.  Trevene 

has a lot of background knowledge to become familiar with in a short time so please be patient if she is 

not immediately familiar with previous discussions I have had with you all.  We are all very confident that 

she will be a fantastic interface between community, contractors and Council and we will be supporting 

her as she learns the ropes. 

How is construction of the public wastewater scheme progressing? 

Construction of the public sewerage is 95% complete.  Civil construction of the treatment plant structures 

is 80% complete and the mechanical equipment will soon start arriving as will the main control building.  

The reclaimed water transfer pipeline to Council’s farm is progressing along Cove Road.  The storage 

facility on the farm will also be built this summer and preparation earthworks are continuing. 

What about reinstatement? 

Reinstatement is ongoing and we do appreciate your patience. Only once we are satisfied the 

reinstatement is complete we will request your sign-off.   

Who will carry out my private drain connection to the sewer? 

Council can assist properties eligible for the sanitary works subsidy with the wastewater drain connection 

to the sewers. Design of these drains is nearing completion.  We are progressively sending the design 

plans to property owners with request for written consent to carry out the private drainage work.  We are 

approximately one third of the way through this process and are very pleased with the positive response 

so far.  We will try to take any suggested changes to the designs into account, but the subsidy available 

to do this work is limited and we need to ensure it is applied fairly and cost-effectively.   

Common private drains including shared grinder pumps will be used where possible to make best use of 

the government subsidy available.  Council will pay for the power for shared grinder pumps. 

Is my existing plumbing and house drainage up to standard? 

Our drainlayers are also carrying out a visual inspection of existing drains. If we find drains that may not 

comply with the Building Code or other regulations we will let you know.  You will then need to arrange for 

your own registered drainlayer to assess what needs to be done, carry out any repairs and confirm to us 
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that the drains comply.  Our drainlayers’ visual inspection will not find all problems.  Some may only 

become apparent when excavation work is done or if excess water in the sewers is found. Whenever 

problems are found owners will be required to fix their own drains. Therefore, if you are aware of any 

issues with your present wastewater system it would assist us all if you contact a registered drainlayer or 

plumber (as required) and arrange rectification work in advance.  

For Council to connect your house drainage to EcoCare, the drainage needs to comply with 

Building Code requirements 

We need to be satisfied that Building Code requirements are met before any properties connect to the 

sewers.  More importantly, if groundwater or stormwater enters the wastewater system because of non-

compliant private drainage, then the entire wastewater system may be at risk of overflowing and the 

pump stations and treatment plant are required to work very hard to keep up, which is very costly.  

Although we have wet weather capacity and emergency storage designed and built into the system, we 

are sure the community does not want this to be tested because some property owners do not check and 

rectify their own drainage.  Common problems that owners need to arrange to be fixed include; 

·  gully traps (or overflow relief gullies) not high enough above the surrounding surfaces.    

·  wastewater discharging directly to gardens or soakholes. These need to be diverted to ensure all 

wastes are connected to the new sewer system. This is a key health and environmental issue. 

We have also found gully traps or showers in old buildings which may be below areas prone to local 

flooding. These will either need to be raised above that level or in some cases old buildings may not be 

able to be connected and may not be usable. 

When will my private drainage work be carried out? 

We now have four separate drain-laying crews carrying out property drainage work. These crews will 

construct most of the property drain but not make the final connection until the treatment plant is ready. 

The drainlaying crews are currently working in these areas 

- Moir Street – Insley Street – Leslie Street – Pearson Street 

- Cheviot Street – Lincoln Street – Suffolk Street – Devon Street 

- Wood Street – Ellen Street – Albert Street – Findlay Street – Awatea Street 

Work is proposed to start in the following areas over the next four weeks 

- Cullen Street – Taranui Place – Kanuka Place (we will get your plans sent to you very shortly) 

- Eveline Street – Heather Street 

Progress of where the drainlayers are working will be advised via these fortnightly updates.  If you want 

to receive these directly to your email address then please let us know. 

Melanie Smith  –  EcoCare Liaison Officer  –  melanie.smith@kaipara.govt.nz or 09 431 4380 


